Kauai Testimony Ballot on Hawaii Humpback Whale Sanctuary

Name: IARICKS AKITA date 21 SEPT 200

Email/phone(optional)

KFTO = Kauai Fishermen and Tour Operators

KFTO: Whale population has gone from 2000 or 3000 in mid 197@’s to a current
population of around 12000+ according to the Sanctuary’s own information. At 6% growth
annually, the population will be over 20,000 whales by 2018. We see no purpose in increasing
protection. Current laws have more than provided for a return in population. Anything beyond
which 1s added beauracracy.
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FOALLATION HAS INCREASED

Expand the Sanctuary to include all islands all the way around islands out to 100
fathoms (600 feet) depth.

KFTO: Whale population has gone from 2000 or 3000 in mid 1970’s to a current
population of around 12000+ according to the Sanctuary’s own information. At 6% growth
annually, the population will be over 20,000 whales by 2018. We see no purpose in increasing



protection. Current laws have more than provided for a return in population. Anything beyond
which is added beauracracy.
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Monk Seals: Expand the Sanctuary to include.

KFTO: Monks seals are clearly endangered, but according to available
information the population is growing and pup mortality is down in Human occupied areas.
While pup mortality is high and population growth is stagnant in “protected” Northern
Hawaiian Island chain. We believe that current laws sufficiently protect Monk seals within

the human inhabited islands.
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Sea Turtles: Expand the Sanctuary to include.
KFTO: Population has dramatically increase since protected from hunting was

instituted. No additional protection needed as current laws have providing for large fines
have been very successful.
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Dolphins: Expand the Sanctuary to include.
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Hawaiian Cultural Heritage: Expand the Sanctuary to include.



KFTO: What? We find this to be a completely unrelated issue that appears to have
been added to the Sanctuary’s “vision” to gather political support.
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(OMMKMITY ReELATION EFFORTS

Coral Reef: Expand the Sanctuary to include.

KFTO: Coral reefs are clearly suffering around the state and the world. However,
the cause of this decline appears more closely related to problems like agricultural run off,
climate change, and general polliution. Efforts to control local run off and silting of reefs
would cause better results than limiting ocean use.
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Vessel Speed Limits During Whale Season

Most whale injuries involving small vessels(non-military or freighters) are a
result of the propeller, which does the same damage at 19 knots as it does at 28 knots. More
important, is the size of the propeller. None the less, despite the Humpback population
doubling, the Sanctuary itself reports no recent whale deaths from collision. Many of the

reported ‘collisions’ are, in fact, at dead slow or drifting speed. In these cases the boats
seem to come out worse than the whales.
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Kaugi Tesﬁniany Ballot on Hawaii Humpback Whale

Sanctuary
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KETO = Kauai Fishermen and Tour Operator's

Should Sanctuary Bxpand Whale protections.

KFTO: Whale pamulation has gone from 2000 or 3000 tn mid 1970’ to aurrent population of avound
12000+ secording to the Sanctuary s own nformnation, Af 6% growth sl ihe popnlation will be over
20,000 vkales by 2018. We see nd purpose in increasing protection, Curfent laws have more fhan provided

Jor a return in populution, Anyiking bevond which is added beaurderagy. '
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Expand the Sanctuary to include all islands all the way around islands out to 100
fathoms (600 feet) depth, . : _ - _
KFTO: Whale population has gone from 2000 or 3000 in mid 1970° to a ctirren Dpopulation of avound -
12000+ gecording to the Sanctuary’s own information. At 6% growth anmaily, the population will be over
20,000 whales by 2018, We see no prapose in ncreasing protection, Current Iows have move than provided
for @ retwrn in population, Anyfhing beyornd which is added beayracraey, R
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Monl Seals: Bxpand the Sancivary to include.

KFTO: Monks seals are clearly endangered, byt tecording to available information the population is
growing and pup thoriality is down tn Human occupied areds. While pup mortality is ligh and poprlation
growth is slagnant in “protectzd” Novihern Hawaiian Jsland chain, We belleve that current luws
wufficiently protect Monk seals within the lutman inhobited islands.
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Sea Turtles: Expand the Sanctuary to include

EFTO: Population hgs dramaticdlly increase since provecied from hunting was }'nszizz(::red, No additional
Drofeciion needed as exrrent lwy have providing for large fines huve been very sucogssfil,
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Dolphins: Expand the Sanctuary to include.
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Hawaiian Cultural Heritage: Expand the Sanctuary to include.
KFTO: What? We find this to be & complerely unvelated issue thar appears fo have been added to the
Sanctuary's “Vision” to gather political SUDPOFL,
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Coral Reef: Expand the Sanctuary to include, _

KFTO: Coral reefs are clearly suffering around the state and the world, However, the cause of this decline
appedars move closely related 1o problems Jile agricultural run off, climate change, and gengral pollution.
Lffarts to control local run off and silting of reefs would incure better results fhan {imiting ocean use. A1
the above will be unaffected by Sanctuary expansion, except as by public education,
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Vessel Speed Limits During Whale Season

Most whale injuries involving small vessels(non-military or Jreighiers) are a result of the propeller, which
does the same damage at 10 kuots as it does ar 20 knots, More importans, is the size of the propeller. None
the less, despite the Humpback population doubling, the Sanctuary itself reporis little oy no recent whale
deaths from collision, Many of the reported ‘collisions’ are, i fact, at dead slow o drifiing speed. In these
cases the boats seem to come out worse than the whales,
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No Take Zones (fishing)

KFTO: No take zones may nat make sense in Hawaii dye the highly mobile nature of most aur preferred
Jood species. Blanket movatoriums also have shown to be of: margingl value as once they are open there
tends to be a sudden over Jishing frenzy that leaves the Aish population just as bad off as before. Possibly, a
better selution would be statewide or island specific, individual Species moraiorivms that allow Jishermen
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No Access Zones: Create zones for species where thers is no public access
(no fishing, boating, tours, swimming, etc)
KFTQ: Opposes any kind of limits 10 the access of Federal Navigable Waters. We lost/;

, gave enough water
when the Novthern islands weve made forbidden, dny Qitempt to limit water accesy in Javor of the Robinson
Jamily under any guise 1o Nithan Will be met with fidl leged bale,
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- Military Noise Limits(sonar)
EFTO: Goodhuck,
We can imagine nothing more impactful than having a jet plame talee off in our living vooms, which
is no doubt, comparable to what Yie whales hear ywhen the Navy is testing its equipment. However, we do
not seg the Nevy budging on this, and we 4o not see the Sanctuary having the leverage to make them,
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Should Sanctuary “Vision” include plan, for reducing its size or scope as
species are removed from endangered status or reach pre-determined

population levels '

KFTQ: In light of the rapidly imereasing populations of most of the spectes listed in the Sanctuary's
"Vision" we quastion the fitire relevance of the Sanctuary already, We Surely can see no reason for it to
grow. It is understandable that there will continye to be @ reed for volunteers 1o contimue watching. the
waiers and 1o report on violations of the extsting laws. 4150 we see 1o naed to repeal the exdsting laws,
Those laws and regulations are warking, and working well, but we do wot need fo pile more lows and
regulations on top of them, ‘
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What would the current Humpback population be if there had never been a
Sanctuary? |
KFFO: Based on numbers taken Jrem The Sanctuary 's own lterature we question if it would have bean any

different, At best @ few whalas, probably far less than 100 out of the current cownt of 12,000 Dlus

humpbacks, can be diveetly attributed to Sanctuary involvement Al of these are disentanglemants or
stranding velated. The real savior of the Humpback kag simply been the ban on Whaling, It seems highly
uttlikely that they have ever actually divectly prevented a collision as is implied by their own “Top 10
Accorplishments’.
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What has been the Sanctuary’s Real accomplishments?
KFTO: Muny of the items lsted on fhe Sanctuery’s “Top 10 Aecomplishments”(seeKohola Connection
dispersed by Somctuary) read Iite the clapns o7 unproven herbal supplement labels with phrases like
‘enhanced protection’, ‘engagement’ and such. They provide little o nothing in the way of hard numbers
that conld be used for q real evaluation of effectivencss. Three of the Top 10 ave, in fact, actually the same
thing: 'Community Connections”’, ‘Enhancer Resource Protection Through Coordinated Managemenr’,
and Tncreasing Ocean Awaveness and Literacy’. Thay all fall under the stmple title of Public Edueation,
and that has been the Sanctuary’s real accomplishment, That also Shoyld be 12°s mam forward looking .
goal. o T
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